

PLEA SLATED 
BY TONAHILL 



JASPER, Texas CAP) — Joe 
Tonahill, East Texas lawyer! 
who assisted Melvin Belli in 
the murder trial defense of 
Jack Ruby, said Thursday 
night he will file a motion 
for a new trial Friday about 
8 a.m. 

"Phil Burleson and I, who 
have been working day and! 
night on this motion, will file 
it tomorrow about 8 o'clock in ! 
Judge Joe B. Brown’s court,” 
Tonahill said. 

The motion for a new tr d, 
the lawyer said, contains |{82 
assignments of error, includ- 
ing 138 times “the court failed 
to sustain objections made in 
the defendant’s amended ob- 
jections to the court’s charge 
to the jury.” ■ 

Among the points Tonahill 
said he would make in the 
motion for a new trial was 
that the court erred in failing 
to . disqualify prospective 
jurors “who had become wit- 
nesses to the offense via tele- 
vision." - 

Tonahill made it plain that 
he and Burleson, would file! 
the new' trial motion despite 
the fact thtt Ruby’s family| 
have announced that they 
have hired Percy Foreman of 
Houston as new chief of thd 
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tion over the defense tactics. 

NOT SURPRISED 
^•The lawyer, Tran Howard of 
Dallas, who quit the case in a dis- 
j«te over tactics Feh. H, said he 
'wfs .not surprised ly die fos- 



Se said the Ruby family JJt- 
te^ipted to “disengage” Belli in 
Jan. 22 because they were not sat- 
isfied with his defense strategy. . 

Mr. Howard, who said he would 
not consider re-entering the case, 
said the Ruby family discussed 
firing Belli "with me. before the 
trial started and have discussed 
itswith me since." 'C „ '--V 

! They w ere ' a p p a 1 Te d «nd 
sh >cked at Mr. Beili’s reactiqk at 



terest of our brother.” 
of An Associated Pres* story quA- 
is- ed Ruby's brother, Hyman Ru jy 
he of Chicago, as saying “the opp- 
is- iq s this man (Belli) expressed 
al out Dallas, the jury. Judge Joe 
it- j B: Brown and Dist Atty. Henry 
jn Fade are sot shared by Jack or 
t- any member of his family.” 

Mr. Belli was in hotel Maria Isa- 
id bel in Mexico City Thursday mors- 
e, .tog but did Dot answer his tele- 
d phone. ,- v 

ie ; United Press International quot- 
d ed Mr. Belli as saying he hasn’t 
heard anything about his dis- 
ci charge. > 

it; Although Mr. Belli refused to 
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F DEEPER IN TR OULE- r 
'TSe fiashy attorney TbiinJiy 
found himself deeper in trouble 
with his fallow lawyer, far his 
shouting denunciation of foe judge, 
jury, district attorney and Dallas 
when the jury sentenced Ruby to 
die for the slaying 0 1 Oswald. 

It was learned in Dallas that 
foe American Bar Association had 
launched an investigation of Mr. 
Beili’s comments. . '/. - - 

In San Francisco, American Bar 
Association President Walter C. 
Craig of Phoenix, Ariz., said Mr. 
Beili’s “unrestrained comment,” 
were a “flagrant disregard of foe 
jeode of professional ethics and his 
oath as an attorney.” 

Mr. Craig said many unethical 
conduct complaints about Mr. Bel- 
li’* remarks “a discredit to him 
'and to his profession.” 

Firing of Mr. Belli came as a 
surprise to the other members of 
'foe team — attorney, Burleson 
and TonahiEL » 

jMr. TonahiQ, who told 7 $» 
Itenes Herald he was “surprised" 
to hear of foe family’s decision 10 
fire Mr. Belli, said he had no plans 
to quit the case. 1 
“I am going to stay oil the 
case because I have a written 
agreement with Jack to fig^it it 
to the Supreme Court if neces- 
sary,” the Jasper lawyer sail 
^He said he was surprised be- 
cause “just last Monday we (law- 
yers Belli, Burleson and Tona- 
hill) spent several hours with 
Jack and later a long time with 
his family going over problems 
to the case and everything was 
harmonious.” • - 

“I think it’s bad under the cir- 
cumstances to change counsel at 
this time and it won’t help Jack,” 
said Mr. Tonahill. “Melvin Belli 
is the greatest defense lawyer on 
medical testimony I’ve seen in 25 
years as a practicing attorney.” 
Mr. Tonahill declined to com- 
ment on the Ruby case. 

“I will express my feelings on 
the trial in the form of briefs for 
a motion for a new trial and on 
the appeal motion,” Mr. Tonahill 
said. “By outlining the reversable 
error in the trial in the form of 
tegal motions, I think the defense 
can best express its 





